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INSTEAD OF A FOREWORD

At the first production of the Anarkali on September 1, 1968
at the Museum Theatre, Madras

K. BALASUBRAMANYA IYER

¢ As Chaxrman of the Dr Raghavan Shashtyabdapurts
Celebration Committee, I welcome Prof. Sher Singh,
Union Manister of State for Education, here. It is & great
day in the annsls of the Samskrita Ranga, with Prof,
Sher Singh having agreed to preside. Prof. Sher Singh
was deeply interested in witnessing this evening's per-
formance It (the play) 1s o great step for national
integration, and also he told me that ke was deeply
impressod by the Dini-Jlah: scens. One of the most 1m
portant activities of Dr V. Raghavan, among his many
activities, 1s the Semskrita Range, which has been instru
mental in promoting the Sanskrit drama in this part of
the country.l am sure the Union Minister will encourage
the promotion of Sanskrit dramas in this part of the
country.”

Prof, SHER SINGH
Mimster for Education, Government of India

1t 13 o groat plonsure for me, indeed, to see thia
performance Dr. Raghavan i3 not only » scholar buta
poot and a playwright We have seen this play (Anarkali)
staged hero today. All of us onjoyed nll the Acta that
have gono so far I congratulats Dr Raghaven on his 61st
birthday and pray for his long life. Dr. Raghavan has
cnriched Sanskrit literature which has played a large
part in the nationnl integration of this country In tho
drama enacted today, wo saw the whole theme of national
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intogration. Our country needs the omotional integra,
tion of all our people. Drame can play a great partin
instilling in us the spirit of one nation. In this dramn
you must havo seen tho synthesis of all religions in the
form of Din-i-llahi, thoereligion of God. Allreligions
lead to the same destination. We should all try to fulfil
the thome of this ovening’s drama,~the synthesis of all
the faiths of this country. Let us got inspiration from it
for the emotional integration of our great country.”
(Cheers).

Dr. C. D. DESHMUKH
President, Central Sanskrit Board, at the second produc-
tion of Anarkali, January 7, 1969 at the Muscum
Theatre, Madras
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On the third production of Anarkali on 30th March 1972

at the first International Sanskrit Conference,
New Delhs

Dr. JEAN FILLIOZAT

# Professor Raghavan’s Sanskrit play ¢ Anarkali,”
which I have been lucky enough to sse during the
International Sanskrit Conference at Delhi, has given a
clear evidence of the capacity of Sanskrit to be adapted
to any kind of dramatic expression. The subject had
been happily selected. The historical event of the
conforenoe of religions under Akbar gave the opportunity
to express through Sanskrit ideas coming from various
horizons.”

DR. R. K. SHARMA

Officer on Special Duty (SKT.), Director, Rashtriya
Sanskrit Samsthan & Secraiary, International Sanskrit
Conference, Ministry Education
(in a letter to the Author)

“The organising Committee of the International
Sanskrit Conferencoe and the Ministry of Education and
Socinl Welfare wish to place on record their decp sense
of approcintion on the very successful enactment of the
drama ““ ANARKALIY by the troupe from Madras under
your able guidance.

Thata historical and romantic event which took place
in & non-Sanskrit backgr d could be rtod into a
boautiful Sanskrit drama is itself an achievement to bo
pro\xd of. As you know, howeover much the author would
have succeeded in giving the pen-protrayal of an event,
unloss it 13 exhibited by talented artists, & drama does
not mest with tho full success. I am glad to say that
your actists, though amateur, roso up to tho occasion ina
big way and many of them, particularly those who
played the leading roles of Akbar, Salim and Anarkali,
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oxhibited a wonderful identification with their roles.
Anothor major achiovementof the drama was the grafting
of Karnatie music technique into a purely North Indian
thomo through the charnctor of the Karnotic musician
patronised by Akbar. The Din-i-Ilahi and patronage of
Sanskrit scholars nnd translation of Sanskrit works into
Porsian and vice versa were all very well harnessed.
There cannot be a more practical demonstration of the
integrating potentinlity of Sanskrit language.

Professor Rinchen of Mongolia was actually voicing
the renctions of the other foreign delegates who attended

the Conference, when he congratulated you on the success
of the performance.

I, on bohalf of the Government of India and the
Organising Committee of the International Sanskrit
Conference, would again like to convey our great sense of
appreciation to you in particular and to the other

members of the party for the grand success of the
performance. ¥



PREFACE

‘The play .Anarkali offered in the following pages was
written by me in 1931. It was the same ‘season’ in my
creative writing which gave birth also to the Vimukti,
produced and published earlier, and the Pratdparudra-
vijaya or Vidydndtha-vidambana, also published earlier.
It was written under an urge and enthusiasm which had
possessed me, so to say, and completed in two or
three days.

The idea of producing it did not come up till after
I hed founded the Samskrite Range and hed finished the
production of the three plays of Kaliddsa. When I had
taken up the Mdlatimddhava, Anarkoli was uppermost in
my mind as the next long production. There is a piece
of dance in the play, and I was waiting for my daughter
Priyamvada who had played Sakuntala in our trophy-
winning production of Kalidasa’s masterpiece at the
All-India Kalidasa Festival at Ujjain, to complete her
studies at the College to be able to take the title-role in
the Anarkali. At it happened, she was married and went
to Canada to live with her husband.

It was then decided that the S krita Range should
present this play of mine on the occasion of the cele-
bration of my Sastyabdapiirti, the sixty-first birthday.
The work on it was started and it was put up at the
Museum Theatre, Madras, on September 1, 1968 with the
Hon. Prof. Sher Singh, Minister of Education, who kindly
accepted our invitation and came from Delhi for
this function. The play was produced for a second time,
under the joint asuspices of the Runga and the Madrac
Natya Sangh at the same Museum Theatre, on January 7,
1969 with Avvai T. K. Shanmukham, leading Tamil
actor, and Dr. C. D. Deshmukh as chief guests.

Before it tvas taken up for its premiere, the idea of
revising the play, porticularly its demouement, swas
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pressing on my mind. The story, as it has como down an
trad:tion, s o tragedy, but 1t has been handled variously
by writers and on the Screen. I therefore took my
own line, gaving n new turn to the story, quite 1n keeping
with the cultural atmosphero of the times and the Court
and the chief characters.

For the most part the text of the play 1s the same as
I wrote 1t an 1931, But like the change it underwentin
the end, as explained above, a change came over its
beginning also, I had become interested in the fascinating
course of the cultural and emotionnl integration that
India had waitnessed from the beginning and more
especially during the Moghul times and the momentum
and direction that it gained during the reigns and times
of Akbar, Jehangir, Shahjehan and Dara Shikuh. The
milieu that this movement offered, in all directions,
religion and philosophy, art and letters, could not be
i1gnored 1n a play featuring Akbar and I wanted to har-
ness all this material not only to present an authentic
and significant picture of the times but also to reinforce
and support the orientation that I was giving to the end
of the story.

I need not dilate on how I have handled all these
in the play, it is there to bo seen and read. It has heen
seon and well commented upon. All that I want to say
in this Preface 1s, I can stand by any atatement that
1 have made, the characters introduced and the 1deas and
words figuring in their roles and speeches are, every one
of them, based on records, in print or manuscript,
Na amilam lLkhitam kifictt. Some of these materials
have already figured in my research papers and attention
may be 1nvited to the Bibliography appended at the end.

During my tour of Europe and U. § and visits to
Museums and Libraries there, I came across two Indian
paintings of the time of Akbar and Jehangir, the first
giving a picture of the coming together and the dialogue
of Abul Fazl and the followers of various faiths and the
sacond, of Jehangir meeting and having a dialogue with
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a Hindu Sadhu, both of which are prominently featured in
the first two Acts of the present play. The first, it is all
the moare interesting, is ome of the many coloured
illustrations in Abul Fezl’s own Persian translation of the
Mahabhdrata, preserved in the Rare Books section of the
library of the University of Chicago. The second is
preserved in the Musee Guimet, Paris. I have reproduced
these two paintings in the publication. My thanks are
due to the authorities of the Library of the University
of Chicago, and the Musee Guimet, Paris for supply-
ing me copies of these two contemporary paintings and
giving me permission to use them.

It was o matter of great satisfaction to me and
to the Samskrite Ranga that this play could be
presented at the first International Sanskrit Conference
organised by the Ministry of Education, in Delhi, on 380th
March 1972, A centemporary Sanskrit play which showed
the living character of the language as a medium of
creative expression today, the presentation of a
Muhammedan story in Sanskrit and the over-all ideology
of integration and harmony, all these made the produc-
tion of Anarkali most appropriate at a gathering at which
scholars from every part of the world had assembled to
place flowers at the altar of the supreme integrator,
Sanskrit.

Imust thank all my students and younger colleagues
in the academic field as well as from differsnt walks of
life, who had not enly participated in the production of
the Anarkali but have sustained the work of the Samskrita
Ranga. The Ranga, I must say, by drawing its acting
talent from all professions and training them, has, in its
awn unique and effective woy, been doing servico to the
cause of the apread of Sanskritf, espocially in its spoken
form, among & wido spectrum of the society. Thoe active
associates in the Ranga, particularly the Secretaries,
have boen of groat help in the rehoarsals and productions.

Tho Central Sanskrit Board (Kendriye Samskrita
Parishad) has besn supporting the activities of the
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Samskrite Ranga; us in the case of tho other productions,
they have assisted us in the staging of the Anarkali also.
I must record the gratitude of the Rangae to them for their
additional help for the printing and publication of this
play. In the revision of the proofs, I have been helped
by Pt. Sri K. V. Seshadrinathan, Siromani, Pt. Sri
Srivatsankecharya, Siromani, and Dr. S. 8. Janaki, the
last also & main-stay of the work of the Ranga; my thanks
_are due to them also. The Kabeor Printing Works have
oxecuted the work of printing this play with their usual
promptness and noetness for which I must thank them.

V. RAGHAVAN

Punarvasu
September 3, 1972 }
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